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PPSSHfcg ILLliSS Of MHBSBC1OT 


I. The Soviet Foreign Ministry annowaced on 14 Jiwlff j»rtf 

nose I&roihgtt»T is abeeet fro* •eeeew for * short root. 

A, Sfcrnahohev teas sot appeared la public *ta«« % Janaary, 
there ht?9 boas ■•vffftl f one t tons bo «wld aoroiUy have 
atteaded. However, b* way have glm a private interview 
a Oaalafe news pape roan sewettwa after 2 January . 
jy, ft n xt unlikely that Iturwsltehav i* ©a vacation since he petwwwed 
frow mix weeks leave in Yalta on 4 October and norwally takes oily 
one vacation each ywr. 

A, Illness mmwm to be a auefc better possibility; the referon## 
to "root** ia the official aanettocewent suggests that be way 
be ailing. 

1, Khrushchev ia kaovn to have tfdaey trouble although shit 
atlweat ia not known to have Interfered with hie work it 
the yaet. It la also possible that hie r* go roes ached* 1 * 
since October haa caused over exertion. 

III. ft is not uacowaon for the soviet foreign lints try to wake *»»e«?tce- 
eeats regardiag the abseeoe of Soviet lenders although It ta aet 
aleaye done. In this ease the aaaowaoeweat was in reply te a 
question i>y a foreign sows papeman fa »eeeee. 
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